Camellias Pests and Diseases
Marty Clark – Terry Gilley variegated
(Refer to the American Camellia Society for source material and Copyrights)

Marty Clark

Mystery Yellow Leaf


Leaves for Lunch
Beetles, weevils, grasshoppers, caterpillars, and other insects
may make a meal of camellia leaves.
Rhabdopterus beetles feeding results in curved elongated holes
in the foliage.
Weevils are sometimes a serious pest on camellias and leave
irregular holes along the margin of the leaf.
Insecticidal oil sprays (Neem, Volck, All Season, etc.) are used
for treatment of these pests.

Caterpillars
Caterpillars are the larvae of moths or butterflies.
They cause mostly cosmetic damage to parts of the leaves or blossoms of camellias.
Although there may be a number of species that feed on camellias, they are generally considered
unimportant as a camellia pest.

Tea Scale – You all have it!
Serious, but not deadly scale insects– the plants may appear unhealthy and show little new growth
The upper leaf surface may be pale, yellow, or yellow-white, while the insects are usually seen on the
underside of the leaf
Since insecticides are much more effective against the crawler stage, applications should be timed to
coincide with this stage if possible. Recommend two applications of insecticidal oil 10 -14 days apart in midApril (not when T above 80 degrees)
Systemic insecticides like Cygon and Orthene can also be used, as can contact insecticides like Malathion,
Dursban and Sevin

Spider Mites – Silver Cast
Spider mites, aka red spiders, can be a serious pest.
Individuals are difficult to see, but are suspect if a red smear occurs when you wipe across the leaf.
The Southern Red Spider Mite develops best in cool weather in the spring and fall. The opposite is true for
other species of mites, which prefer hot, dry weather.
Spray an acaracide (miticide) in the spring, and if needed, a second and third application at seven day
intervals to kill those mites which hatch from eggs laid before and possibly after the first spray treatment.

Goal Reminder


Aphids
Commonly found on new growth, aphids are generally a problem only during periods when new growth on
camellias is soft and succulent
Natural enemies include ladybug beetles and small wasps
A heavy stream of water may be used to wash aphids off
Control may also be by the use of soap sprays, or insecticidal oil

More “A's”


Ants are often found associated with aphids



Usually cause minimal damage



May ruin flower buds



Control is similar to that for aphids



Big gun: bifenthrin (Bifen), a synthetic pyrethroid (attacks nervous system...of
insects)

Mealy Bugs – Anyone Hungry?
Mealy bugs excrete honeydew, a sugary substance that serves a medium for sooty mold.
Sooty mold is a dark colored fungus that causes no damage to the plant, but greatly detracts from the
beauty of the leaves.
Feeding by mealy bugs may also cause distorted leaf growth or premature leaf drop.
Control is by spraying with water, soap, or insecticidal oil.

Next - Diseases


Petal Blight
Caused by the fungus, Ciborinia camelliae Kohn (not to be confused with normal bloom death)
Begins as small brown specks, which enlarge rapidly during warm weather as the fungus invades and kills
flower tissue. Eventually the fungus invades to the flower base where a hard, black structure called a
sclerotium forms
The sclerotium lies dormant and remains viable in the soil for one to five years or more
The application of systemic fungicides to flower buds before opening has been unsuccessful
The best control method for camellia flower blight is to keep the fungus out, and pick up all fallen blooms
(or MOVE)



Dieback
Camellia canker and dieback is a serious fungal disease in the Southeast due to high temperature and
humidity
It attacks C. sasanqua, C. reticulata, and C. hybrids more severely than C. Japonica.
The first symptom usually observed is wilting and death of small, current season twigs, but this disease may
eventually cause the death of the entire plant.
The fungal spores of this disease are usually spread by splashing water, either rainfall or irrigation.
Infrequently, insects such as ants may carry the fungal spores from one plant to another.
Fungicides should be sprayed following pruning. Also, scions for grafting and cuttings for rooting should be
soaked in a fungicide solution for an hour as a protection against this disease.
Sanitation is a good method of disease control. All dead or dying material should be pruned off immediately
and destroyed.



Root Rot

Root-rot disease is often caused by the soil-borne fungus, Phytophthora (Fi-tof-tho-rah) cinnamomi
Many soils are naturally infested with this fungus. The disease is much more serious in soils where drainage
is poor or watering excessive, since the fungus produces swimming spores that move about in the soil water
from root to root.
Symptoms may appear as yellowing of foliage, smaller than normal or limp leaves, tip dieback, and delayed
flower bud opening or bud drop. Sometimes confused with drought. In advanced cases, wilting of the plant
will lead to extensive dieback and death of the entire plant.
C. sasanqua and C. oleifera are resistant to the fungus.
There are soil drench fungicides that provide protection against this disease. They can provide control of the
fungus but will not eliminate the fungus if applications are ceased.
Camellias should never be planted in low areas where drainage is poor since the fungus is most severe in wet
soils. Or watered excessively, especially in pots.



Scab
It appears first as a tiny, water-soaked, and often raised area on the underside (or top) of the leaf. These spots
enlarge and may become corky, brown in color, and of irregular size and shape.
Scab is a physiological condition associated with excess moisture or fluctuations of moisture from too high to too
low.
There is no biological agent associated with this condition and chemical sprays are ineffective.
Improvement of drainage and growing conditions are the best possible controls.



Salt Injury
Salt injury is characterized by browning and death of the leaf tissue beginning at the margins and progressing
inward. Most often the injury will appear first on older leaves.
Too high a concentration of salts in the soil or in the irrigation water or the use of heavy doses of fertilizer
coupled with inadequate irrigation will cause this condition. This problem will develop rapidly in container
grown plants.
To prevent this condition, camellias should be planted in a medium with good drainage. An occasional heavy
irrigation will help to leach away the excess salts.



Leafgall
Leafgall is caused by the fungus Exobasidium. It attacks primarily C. Sasanqua, but has been reported on a few
japonica and hybrid varieties.
Leaves infected with the fungus become swollen and appear very large and thick. They may also be twisted
and distorted.
The symptoms of the fungus are observed only in the spring on new leaves or new shoots. Symptoms are never
observed on second growth that can occur in the summer.
This fungus will not spread from camellias to other plants in the yard.
Fungicide sprays are usually not recommended. The galls will generally dry up in a matter of weeks.
Removing them will not prevent reappearance the next year. One serious side effect is that the dieback fungus
may enter the plant at the wound left by these galls.



SPF Zero – Sunburn


Alfred E. Neuman (Mad mag.)
“What, me worry?”


Variegation
Most irregular flower and leaf variegation of camellia is caused by a virus (Frank Hauser var., below).
This is not the same as the more regular pattern of variegation which is genetic in origin (ex. 'Herme' and `Lady
Vansittart').
The virus may be transmitted through cuttings and grafting of non-infected scions onto virus-infected stock.
Once the virus is present, it becomes systemic and may not be removed through ordinary methods (e.g.,
chemicals).
Some reduction in plant growth and hardiness may be observed. (Bloom - Frank Hauser var.)



Deer


Physical Barriers



Chemicals (pepper, sulfides)



Stinky Plants (sage)

Mystery Solved?



Healthy Plants, Great Blooms
Elegans Champagne – Bob Black
(Refer to the American Camellia Society for source material and Copyrights)


